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489 Preventative Osteopathic
Manipulative Treatment and 
the Elderly Nursing Home Resident:
A Pilot Study 
Karen T. Snider, MS, DO; Eric J. Snider, DO; Jane C.
Johnson, MA; Celia Hagan, RN, BSN, CCRC; and
Conrad Schoenwald, DO

Elderly nursing home residents are generally in
poor health. The authors investigate the benefits
elderly nursing home residents may receive from
preventative osteopathic manipulative treatment
designed to optimize structure and function and
enhance their bodies’ homeostatic mechanisms.

502 Validation of a Triage Algorithm 
for Psychiatric Screening (TAPS) 
for Patients With Psychiatric Chief
Complaints 
Andrew C. Miller, DO; Steven P. Frei, MD; Valerie A.
Rupp, RN, BSN; Brian S. Joho, RN; Kerry M. Miller, RN;
and William F. Bond, MD

An accurate, standardized tool is needed to detect
the absence of acute medical illness in patients
who present with psychiatric chief complaint. To
this end, the authors developed a 6-question form,
the triage algorithm for psychiatric screening, which
aided physicians in determining which patients
could safely bypass the main emergency depart-
ment.
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509 Frequency of Specific Osteopathic
Manipulative Treatment Modalities
Used by Candidates While Taking
COMLEX-USA Level 2-PE 
Erik E. Langenau, DO; Dennis J. Dowling, MA, DO;
Caitlin Dyer, MA; and William L. Roberts, EdD

The authors explore instances of specific osteo-
pathic manipulative treatment modalities used on
the Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Licensing
Examination-USA Level 2-Performance Evalua-
tion. An enhanced Web-based scoring portal
allowed physician-examiners to classify and code
techniques with greater precision.  
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514 Touch—More Than a Basic Science 
Mitchell L. Elkiss, DO
John A. Jerome, PhD

Touch supports a verbal and tactile interaction that
is both diagnostic and therapeutic. The authors
explore touch as a tool for deepening the patient-
physician relationship. Osteopathic physicians are
uniquely skilled in the basic approach to caring
for patients using touch. 
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Robert G. Good, DO; John B. Bulger, DO; Robert T.
Hasty, DO; Kevin P. Hubbard, DO; Elliott R. Schwartz,
DO; John R. Sutton, DO; Monte E. Troutman, DO;
and Donald S. Nelinson, PhD

The authors describe the Phoenix Physician, a
training program developed by the American Col-
lege of Osteopathic Internists that will prepare pri-
mary care residents and practicing physicians for
the changes in health care delivery.
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About the Cover

Karen T. Snider, MS, DO, applies osteopathic manipulative
treatment to a nursing home resident. Beginning on page
489, Dr Snider and colleagues describe the results of their
pilot study, in which they compare the effects of preven-
tative osteopathic manipulative treatment with light touch
and treatment as usual in nursing home residents. (Cover
image courtesy of the A.T. Still University-Kirksville College
of Osteopathic Medicine.)


