
EDITORIALS

329 Patient-Centered, Evidence-Based
Decision Making 
Richard Butler, DO
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Michael M. Patterson, PhD

EVIDENCE-BASED CLINICAL REVIEW

334 Patient-Centered Management 
of Atrial Fibrillation: Applying
Evidence-Based Care 
to the Individual Patient 
Eric D. Good, DO
Felix J. Rogers, DO

Atrial fibrillation is the most common arrhythmia
encountered in clinical practice. The range of avail-
able treatments with roughly equivalent thera-
peutic efficacies for atrial fibrillation provides an
opportunity for physicians to deliver patient-cen-
tered care, which uses patient values to determine
the best course of treatment.

REVIEW

343 Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment
in Pregnant Women 
John M. Lavelle, DO

Pregnant women experience extensive physiologic
and structural changes during pregnancy. The
author reviews the literature on how osteopathic
manipulative treatment can improve structure and
quality of life in pregnant women, particularly as
they relate to labor, cardiovascular health, and back
pain.
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347 Empathy in Osteopathic Medical
Students: A Cross-Sectional Analysis 
Marilyn Kimmelman, EdD; Jackie Giacobbe, MSEd;
Justin Faden, DO; Geetha Kumar, MD, FAPA; 
Charlyene C. Pinckney, MS; and Robert Steer, EdD

Empathy is fundamental to patient care. Studies
have found a statistically significant decrease in
empathy levels by the third year of allopathic med-
ical school; however, empathy levels in osteopathic
medical students have not been investigated. The
authors sought to determine whether there were
differences according to year of schooling in mean
levels of empathy among osteopathic medical stu-
dents, as assessed with the Jefferson Scale of Physi-
cian Empathy–Student Version.
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356 Survey of Billing and Coding 
for Counterstrain Tender Points
Karen T. Snider, MS, DO
Jane C. Johnson, MA

For some counterstrain tender points, the body
area that is physically examined does not always
match the body region in which somatic dysfunc-
tion is diagnosed. Therefore, it is not always clear
which evaluation and management service codes
should be used for billing physician services. The
authors assess the attitudes of osteopathic physi-
cians toward the billing and coding of these incon-
gruent counterstrain tender points. 
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366 Quoting A.T. Still With Rigor: 
An Historical and Academic Review 
Jane Eliza Stark, BSc, D.O.M.P.

Andrew Taylor Still, MD, DO, the founder of osteo-
pathic medicine, is often misquoted in osteopathic
literature. The author investigates why such errors
occur and proposes 3 solutions to assist authors,
educators, and students in accurately citing mate-
rial from older sources, including Still’s writings.

CASE REPORT

374 Coexistence of Cushing Syndrome
From Functional Adrenal Adenoma
and Addison Disease From 
Immune-Mediated Adrenalitis 
Randall Colucci, DO; Rafael E. Jimenez, MD; 
William Farrar, MD; Ramiro Malgor, MD; 
Leonard Kohn, MD; and Frank L. Schwartz, MD

CLINICAL IMAGES

381 Accidental Metallic Mercury
Ingestion 
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Beginning on page 334, Eric D. Good, DO, and Felix J.
Rogers, DO, review treatment options for patients with
atrial fibrillation and describe the patient-centered approach
to the management of this condition. Beginning on page 329,
Richard Butler, DO, sheds some additional light on what it
means to provide patient-centered, evidence-based care.
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